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Biography – Vice-Chair of UN-Water 

 
 

Mr. Olcay Ünver, Deputy-Director of the Land and Water Division of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)  
 
 

Olcay Ünver is the Deputy-Director of the 
Land and Water Division of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) since September 2013 and 
UN-Water Vice-Chair since August 2018.   
 
Between 2007 and 2013, he served as 
Coordinator of the United Nations World 
Water Assessment Programme. Prior to 
that, he was a distinguished professor of 

water resources at Kent State University, Ohio, USA, and President of the GAP 
project in Turkey. 
 
Mr. Ünver holds a Ph.D. in Civil Engineering (water resources planning and 
management) from the University of Texas, Austin and a Masters (hydraulics) and 
Bachelor's degree in Civil Engineering, from the Middle East Technical University, 
Ankara, Turkey. 


