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Thematic Priority Areas  
and Task Forces
The majority of UN-Water’s work is carried 
out by its UN agency Members and outside 
Partners, which organize around different 
topics such as long-term Thematic Priority 
Areas (TPAs), time-bound Task Forces (TFs) 
or shorter-term and internal Working Groups 
or Advisory Groups as the need arises.

TPA on Transboundary Waters

The TPA on Transboundary Waters, 
coordinated by UNECE and UNESCO,  
was established in 2010. The TPA aims  
to assist Member States in managing  
their transboundary waters by providing  
a forum to share lessons learnt and  
improve networking, and also to ensure  
that transboundary waters occupy  
a high position on the political agenda.

In 2014, the TPA on Transboundary 
Waters continued its effort of collecting 
good practices on transboundary water 
cooperation, adding to a total of 25 good 
practices by the end of the year. An 
online template has also been created by 
UNW-DPC within the UN-Water Activity 
Information System, for Member States 
to publish good practice examples online 
(see http://www.ais.unwater.org/ais/TPA_
Transboundary/). Results will be published 
online, accompanied by a hard-copy flyer in 
various languages, to promote the activity. 

The UN Convention on the Law of the 
Non-Navigational Uses of International 
Watercourses entered into force on  
the 17 of August 2014. Several members 
of the TPA organized events at the 2014 
World Water Week in Stockholm to raise 
awareness on the Conventions.

TPA on Water and Climate Change

The TPA on Water and Climate Change, 
coordinated by WMO, was established in 
2010. The objective of the TPA is to provide 
a platform to discuss climate change and 
water linkages in their widest sense, and 
it has consolidated information on water 
and climate change-related activities of its 
members.

In 2014, in preparation for COP-20 in Lima, 
Peru, the TPA on Water and Climate Change 
prepared a background brief on the role 
of water in adaption to climate change as 
a contribution to a paper prepared by the 
UN System’s High-Level Committee on 
Programmes.

TPA on Water Scarcity / Working 
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The TPA on Water Scarcity, coordinated by 
FAO, was established in 2014 and includes 
a Working Group on Water Efficiency. 
The TPA is developing case studies on 
the assessment of major existing water 
governance and water tenure arrangements. 
Through its Working Group on Water 
Efficiency, the TPA is also developing a  
UN-Water Analytical Brief on Water Efficiency.

TPA on Water Supply and Basic 
Sanitation / TF on Capacity 
Development for Water Operators

The TPA on Water Supply and Basic 
Sanitation coordinated by UNU and  
UN-Habitat, was established in 2010 to 
support the achievement of the MDG targets 
on water and sanitation, by improving 
collaboration and coordination between UN 
as well as non-UN initiatives related  
to water and sanitation. Under its umbrella, 
the TPA has a TF on Capacity Development 
for Water Operators, established in 2012 
to strengthen coordination of UN-Water’s 
efforts to develop capacity at the water 
operator level, and to capitalize on UN-Water 
Members’ and Partners’ work in support of 
public utilities responsible for water supply 
and sanitation services.

The TPA arranged World Toilet Day 2014, 
held at the UN headquarters in New York. 
The on-going work with World Toilet Day 
2015 is co-coordinated by UNICEF and 
supported by UNSGAB. The TF conducted  
a Baseline Survey on Capacity Development 
Resources for Water Operators, discussed 
in an ‘Assessment Workshop on Capacity 
Development Resources for Water and 
Sanitation Operators’ in June 2014 in Delft, 
the Netherlands, hosted by UNESCO-
IHE. Results and recommendations were 
published in a report. In 2015, this work 
will be continued by developing specific 
materials for the training of water operators.

TPA on Water Quality

The TPA on Water Quality, coordinated by 
UNEP, was established in 2010 and aims 
to enhance inter-agency collaboration and 
support Member States in addressing global 
water quality challenges. The aim is also to 
monitor and report on the state of ambient 
water quality, identify emerging issues and 
propose relevant responses.

The major activities in the TPA work plan 
for 2014/2015 include a compendium of 
water quality guidelines, the UN-Water 
Analytical Brief on Water Quality and an 
international conference on water quality. 
The compendium and the Analytical Brief 
will be published in 2015.

TF on Country-level Coordination

The TF on Country-level Coordination, 
coordinated by UNDP and UNW-DPC,  
was established in 2007 with the primary 
objective to improve and scale up the 
delivery of UN actions in water resources 
management and the provision of water 
supply and sanitation services, through 
improved country-level coherence and 
coordination. 

The UN Special Rapporteur on the human 
right to safe drinking water and sanitation 
(SR), a UN-Water Partner with Special 
Status, conducted a number of official 
country visits to examine and provide 
support in accelerating the implementation 
of the human right to water and sanitation 
between 2008 and 2014, resulting in a report 
with specific recommendations for each 
of the countries. The SR has proposed that 
UN-Water take action to follow up these 
recommendations, and in 2014, the TF on 
Country-Level Coordination worked together 
with the TPA on Water Supply and Basic 
Sanitation and the SR to initiate this work. 
More specifically, they have developed a 
draft work plan on this country-level follow-
up; identifying Bangladesh, Senegal and 
Uruguay as suitable pilot countries; and 
proposed to hold national meetings with 
relevant stakeholders in these countries.  
The plan is to conduct these pilots in 2015.

World Water Day Facebook Contest - The Glory Hole © Chris Arbuckle
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TF on Regional-level Coordination

The TF on Regional-level Coordination, 
coordinated by UNESCAP and UNESCWA, 
was established in 2003 and aims to 
improve and scale up delivery of coordinated 
UN actions in water-related areas at the 
regional level. In 2014, the TF on Regional-
level Coordination finalized a report on 
mapping regional-level coordination 
mechanisms, which was coordinated by 
UNW-DPC.

TF on Wastewater Management

The TF on Wastewater Management, 
coordinated by UNEP, UN-Habitat and 
WHO, was established in 2010 and aims to 
facilitate coordination among UN agencies 
and partners on wastewater management 
and water quality.

The TF finalized the UN-Water Analytical 
Brief on Wastewater Management, to be 
launched in 2015. Another area of work 
in 2014 was on preparation for a second 
phase of the ‘Safe Use of Wastewater in 
Agriculture’ (SUWA) capacity development 
project. The first phase, from 2011 - 2013 
in collaboration with WHO, FAO, UNEP, UNU, 
the International Commission on Irrigation 
and Drainage (ICID), the International 
Water Management Institute (IWMI) and 
coordinated by UNW-DPC, aimed to reduce 
the demand of freshwater by converting 
wastewater into a valuable resource for 
agricultural purposes. In addition to saving 
energy by reducing water consumption, 
the project enabled direct energy saving by 
reducing fertilizer usage and the amount 
of water needed for treatment. The plan for 
the second phase of the SUWA project was 
finalized in 2014, and fundraising to continue 
the project is underway.

The TF also devoted a significant amount 
of work to the proposal of SDG indicators 
on wastewater management and water 
quality, directly contributing to the Integrated 
Monitoring of Water and Sanitation Related 
SDG Targets (GEMI) initiative. 

TF on Water Resources 
Management

The TF on Water Resources Management, 
coordinated by UNEP, was established 
in 2010 and aims to identify synergies in 
the independent work conducted on the 
management of water resources by the 
respective agencies, NGOs and private 
sector, as well as promote coherence in this 
work and better link it to other contemporary 
issues such as climate change, food security 
and the reduction of poverty.

In 2014 the main activities of the TF were 
to provide technical inputs to the UN-Water 
recommendation on SDG 6, the water and 
sanitation Goal, as well as directly contribute 
to the Integrated Monitoring of Water and 
Sanitation Related SDG Targets (GEMI) 
initiative.

TF on Water Security
The TF on Water Security, coordinated 
by UNU, UNESCAP and UNESCO, was 
established in 2013, building on the work of 
a preceding Working Group with the same 
focus. The TF has the objective to create 
a space for dialogue on the topic of water 
security in the international water community.

Building on the 2013 UN-Water Analytical 
Brief on Water Security, the TF began 
undertaking in 2014 a more detailed analysis 
of the concept of water security and its 
implications, with the purpose of raising 
awareness and undertake participatory 
dialogue on the broad range of water security 
related issues. The work will be implemented 

through a series of regional expert 
consultations, to be undertaken in close 
cooperation with the UN regional economic 
commissions.

Other Activities

The WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring 
Programme for Water Supply and 
Sanitation (JMP)

The JMP 2014 ‘Update of Progress  
on Drinking Water and Sanitation’ was 
released in May 2014, presenting estimates 
for 1990-2012 based on data from nationally 
representative household surveys and 
censuses for the same period. Key findings 
are that usage of improved drinking water 
sources has risen by 13% since 1990, now 
at a level of 89 % of the global population; 
the 748 million people still using unimproved 
drinking sources are mainly located in  
sub-Saharan Africa and Asia; 64 % use 
improved sanitation facilities, representing 
a rise of 15 percentage points since 1990; 
open defecation is declining across all 
regions, but still practiced by one billion 
people, mainly in rural areas in about  
10 countries; and there are continuously 
large disparities in access to improved 
services within countries. 

In 2014, UN-Water worked closely with the 
JMP to develop a proposal on the SDGs and 
will continue to collaborate closely on inputs 
for targets and indicators related to SDG 6 
throughout 2015.

Documents
The UN-Water Strategy 2014-2020 and  
the UN-Water Work Programme 2014-2015 
are the main documents that guided  
UN-Water’s activities in 2014.  
All governance documents can be accessed 
at http://www.unwater.org/about-us/
governance/en/.

Annual meetings
The 20th UN-Water Meeting took place 
at the UN headquarters in New York, 
United States, in January 2014. The main 
discussion items were the finalisation and 
approval of the UN-Water Work Programme 
2014-2015, of the UN-Water Strategy 
2014-2020, and of the technical advice 
on a dedicated water goal. The UN-Water 
Senior Programme Managers approved 
the application of the Center for Affordable 
Water and Sanitation Technology (CAWST) 
and of the International Association for 
Hydro-Environment Engineering and 
Research (IAHR) as UN-Water Partners.

The 21st UN-Water Meeting took place in 
Stockholm, Sweden, in August 2014 on 
the margins of World Water Week. At this 
meeting the World Resources Institute 
became a UN-Water Partner. Among other 
matters, participants looked at upcoming 
activities for the 2015 World Water Day 
campaign on water and sustainable 
development and discussed the role of 
different stakeholders in the Post-2015 
Development Agenda.

Governance 
and Financial 
Aspects

UN-Water Joint Steering Group (JSG)
The JSG, created in 2010 to steer the operational management of UN-Water in-between UN-
Water Meetings, met twice during 2014 via videoconference. At its meetings, the JSG discussed 
issues related to the management of the UN-Water Inter-Agency Trust Fund, the review of 
Partner applications, and the oversight of Thematic Priority Areas, Task Forces and Programmes.

The UN-Water Inter-Agency Trust Fund
In 2010 the UN-Water Inter-Agency Trust Fund was set up in the United Nations Office for Project 
Services (UNOPS) in Geneva. The financial status in 2014 is presented below.

Germany and Spain also provided direct support to the UN-Water Programmes based in their 
own countries.

Balance forward (2013): US$ 1,374,675

Income (2014):

Germany: US$    273,594

Sweden: US$    660,825

Switzerland: US$ 1,815,921

Interest (2014): US$ 6,150

Total income (2014): US$ 2,756,490

Total expenditure (2014): US$ 2,778,281

Balance (31 December 2014): US$ 1,352,884
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World Resources Institute (WRI) is one of the newcomers in the UN-Water family. As a global research 

organization with a strategic focus on water, WRI applied for partnership and were welcomed in August 

2014. ‘Being part of UN-Water is exciting,’ says Betsy Otto, Global Director, Water Program at WRI.  

‘It is an impressive group of international Partners and UN entities with a very challenging task:  

finding solutions to the world’s water challenges’.

In WRI’s work, mapping, measuring and providing solutions is at the core of the water activities.  

‘This is why it is very interesting for us to take part in the planning of how to monitor and report  

in the Post-2015 Development Agenda,’ explains Otto. ‘We hope to be able to contribute with some of  

our tools and resources that are already available, such as Aqueduct which produces global water risk 

maps, and our baseline water stress indictor that measures sustainable levels of withdrawals.’

Water issues can be complex to understand, especially when they are seen in a holistic perspective.  

One of WRI’s strengths lies in translating information and data into terms – especially economic terms - 

that are compelling to policy makers.

‘This can be useful to start a dialogue,’ says Otto. ‘In early 2015, for example, we launched a global flood 

risk analyzer that translates risks in countries, provinces and river basins and gives policy makers a tool to 

start making choices on how to manage flood risks based on cost and impact on people and GDP.’

Another project WRI has developed will add to the collective knowledge of UN-Water through future water 

stress projections, using the latest IPCC data, that can provide a planning tool for public and private 

sector decision-makers. ‘At WRI we think it is very important to look for already available data that may 

be difficult for decision-makers to find or analyze. We hope this can help governments make information 

easily available to the public and also give them a tool for planning,’ explains Otto. This is for example the 

case for India where WRI, working with WBCSD and CII, helped make available official government data on 

groundwater and water quality through the open source India Water Tool.

WRI’s global scope fits well with UN-Water’s priorities. ‘Together we are trying to tackle something big here,’ 

concludes Otto and adds: ‘But the collective knowledge and consideration of how to do this is impressive.’

New partner  
on the block 

Betsy Otto  
WRI

ANNEX 1. Members
(Thirty-one as of 31 December 2014)

UN Secretariat
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA)
United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR)

Programmes and funds
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women)
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)
World Food Programme (WFP)

Regional Commissions
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA)
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (UNECLAC)
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (UNESCWA)

Specialized Agencies
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
International Labour Organization (ILO)
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)
United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)
The World Bank Group (WB)
World Health Organization (WHO)
World Meteorological Organization (WMO)

Other Entities
United Nations University (UNU)

United Nations related organizations
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

Conventions
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
Secretariat of United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
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ANNEX 2. Partners
(Thirty-seven as of 31 December 2014)  

AquaFed
Center for Affordable Water and Sanitation Technology (CAWST)
Conservation International
Gender and Water Alliance (GWA)
Global Water Partnership (GWP)
International Association for Hydro-Environment Engineering and Research (IAHR)
International Association for Water Law (AIDA)
International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH)
International Association of Hydrological Sciences (IAHS)
International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID)
International Groundwater Resources Assessment Centre (IGRAC)
International Hydropower Association (IHA)
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA)
International Water Association (IWA)
International Water Management Institute (IWMI)
International Water Resources Association (IWRA)
IRC International Water and Sanitation Center
Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation **
Public Services International (PSI)
Ramsar – Convention on Wetlands
Stakeholder Forum
Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)
The United Nations Global Compact **
The World Conservation Union (IUCN)
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) **
United Nations Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation (UNSGAB) **
Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC) **
Water.org
WaterAid
WaterLex
Women for Water Partnership (WfWP)
World Business Council on Sustainable Development (WBCSD)
World Council of Civil Engineers (WCCE)
World Resources Institute (WRI)
World Water Council (WWC)
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)
World Youth Parliament for Water (WYPW)

** Partner with Special Status

ANNEX 3.  
Human Resources

Members of the UN-Water Joint Steering Group
Michel Jarraud, Chair UN-Water 
Ndey-Isatou Njie, Secretary UN-Water 
Blanca Jimenez-Cisneros, Vice-Chair UN-Water 
Pradeep Aggarwal (IAEA) (until August 2014)
Carlos Carrión-Crespo (ILO) (as of August 2014)
Carol Chouchani Cherfane (UNESCWA) 
Thomas Chiramba (UNEP)
Sergio Zelaya (UNCCD) 

UN-Water Programmes
Reza Ardakanian – Officer-in-Charge, UN-Water Decade Programme on Capacity Development (UNW-DPC)
Josefina Maestu - Coordinator/Director, UN-Water Decade Programme on Advocacy and Communication (UNW-DPAC)

UN-Water Technical Advisory Unit
Daniella Boström Couffe - Communications Manager
Federica Pietracci - Special Assistant to the UN-Water Secretary
Florence Poppe - Programme Officer
Federico Properzi - Chief Technical Adviser
Tamara Slowik - Administrative Assistant (as of April 2014)
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ANNEX 4. Acronyms

BMZ ...................................................German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation
FAO ....................................................Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
GEMI...................................................Integrated Monitoring of Water and Sanitation Related SDG Targets Initiative
GLAAS ...............................................Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water
GWP....................................................Global Water Partnership 
ICID ....................................................International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage
IWMI...................................................International Water Management Institute
JMP ...................................................WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply and Sanitation
JSG ....................................................Joint Steering Group
MDG ...................................................Millennium Development Goal
OHCHR ..............................................The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
OWG...................................................Open Working Group on the Sustainable Development Goals 
SDC.....................................................Swiss Development Cooperation 
SDG....................................................Sustainable Development Goal
SDSN..................................................Sustainable Development Solutions Network
SR.......................................................UN Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation
SUWA.................................................Safe Use of Wastewater in Agriculture Project
SWA....................................................Sanitation and Water for All
TF.......................................................Task Force
TST.....................................................Technical Support Team of the United Nations
TPA ....................................................Thematic Priority Area
UNDP .................................................United Nations Development Programme
UN-DESA ...........................................United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
UNECA................................................United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
UNECE................................................United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
UNEP .................................................United Nations Environment Programme
UNESCO ............................................United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
UNICEF ..............................................United Nations Children’s Fund
UNSGAB.............................................UN Secretary General’s Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation
UNU....................................................United Nations University 
UNW-AIS ...........................................UN-Water Activity Information System
UNW-DPAC ........................................UN-Water Decade Programme on Advocacy and Communication
UNW-DPC ..........................................UN-Water Decade Programme on Capacity Development
WFP....................................................World Food Programme
WHO...................................................World Health Organization
WMO...................................................World Meteorological Organization
WWAP.................................................World Water Assessment Programme
WWDR................................................World Water Development Report
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